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A painful shock was experienced by the many friends in Rushworth and district of Mr Fred 
Smith, when it was learned that his eldest son, Charles Egbert, had passed away suddenly on 
Tuesday evening. 

The deceased was employed with his father is boot business, and was at work as usual up to 
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday. After having closed the shop he went home and partook of a hearty 
meal. After sitting by the fireside for an hour or so with his two sisters (his father being 
absent in Melbourne and his mother away on a visit to the farm which he and his brothers 
were working), he retired to bed. A few minutes after, he was seized with a violent fit of 
coughing and haemorrhage. 

His sister phoned for medical assistance, but before Dr Graham arrived he was dead. The 
cause of deceased’s death was due to injury sustained by him during service at the front. 
The deceased, who was 31 years of age, was born in Rushworth. He enlisted for the front on 
9th September, 1914, in the 3rd Light Horse Regiment, and sailed for Egypt with the Second 
Contingent in February, 1915.  

He landed at Gallipoli with the first Light Horse Forces that were sent there, shortly after the 
first landing in for there until 14th August, 1915, when he was taken ill with enteric fever 
and invalided home. During his stay at home you qualified for admission to the Duntroon 
Military College, but he refused to go there as he said his mates were calling to him to go 
back to the front. 

H sailed again for the front, and fought all through the Palestine campaign, until he was 
wounded at Essault, in July, 1918. He lay where he was wounded for three days and two 
nights, with his jaw shattered by a bullet. He was picked up by the Turks, made prisoner, 
and taken to Damascus, and afterwards to Aleppo, where he was in hospital. He was a 
prisoner there until the Australian troops captured and entered the town. He was sent 
home in January, 1919.  

During his service at the front he gained the rank of sergeant. 

He has undergone several operations since his return from the front but his health was 
never the same. He was of a bright and genial nature and was highly esteemed by all who 
knew him, and while they mourn his loss their deepest sympathy is extended to sorrowing 
family and other relatives. Another bright life has been cut off through the ravages of war 
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The funeral of the late Mr Egbert C. Smith took place on Thursday last, and was one of the 
largest and most representative seen in Rushworth. A number of deceased’s fellow 
“Diggers”, in uniform and mufti, followed his remains to their last resting place in the 
Rushworth Cemetery, and also members of the Jubilee (Rushworth) Lodge of Freemasons of 
which deceased was a brother. 

The body was first taken to the Presbyterian Church; where a short service was conducted 
by the Rev. P. Somerville. As the coffin was born into the church and carried out after the 
service the Dead March was played on the organ by Mr. R.R.D. Fretwell. 



On arrival at the cemetery gates the members of the Masonic Lodge, in regalia, marched in 
front of the hearse and took up their positions at the graveside. The Rev. P. Somerville read 
the burial service of the Presbyterian Church, and afterwards Brother P.H. Peart read the 
Masonic service, the other members assisting in the usual ceremonies. 

At the conclusion of the services Mr. F. Rich sounded the Last Post the graveside ceremonies 
being very impressive. 

The pallbearers were Lieutenant W.W. Leggatt (60th Battalion), Lieutenant W. West (4th 
Light Horse), Sergeant Hall (Australian Light Horse), Private R.H. Darroch (1st Pioneers), R.   
Mason (A.F.A.), C. Williams (Eighth A.M.C.), Private Brown (A.I.F.) and Private H. Myers (2nd 
Battalion). 

The coffin bearers were Captain W.A. Graham (A.A.M.C.), Lieutenant K.I. McMillan (First 
Seige Battery), Lieutenant J.C. McMurray (9th L.H. and A.F.C.), Lieutenant B. Burge (4th Light 
Horse). 

There were many floral tributes amongst which was a wreath from the Rushworth branch of 
the R.S. and S.I.L.A. with the colours of deceased’s Regiment attached (9th Light Horse 
Regiment). 

Many of the pallbearers and coffin bearers were men from this district. 


